
                                                                                                                       

 
Dear Investigator, 

As we near the end of summer, we are pleased to report that we’ve begun to receive research 

proposals, and we look forward to receiving additional research requests in the coming months.  If you 

have a topic that you’d like to pursue, please access the Research & Publication Form via 

www.nearstudy.net.  Once complete, these requests should be submitted to Andrea Fantegrossi, NEAR 

Research Project Manager. 

On a separate note, in order to ensure that our forms remain current and include all relevant answer 

options, we have updated the data collection forms.  Please note that the revised forms, dated August 

8th, 2016, can be found on the NEAR website, www.nearstudy.net, under the “Downloads” tab.  Clean 

and redlined versions are available for download.  Please note that these changes are still pending IRB 

approval and have not been implemented, but will be implemented in the coming weeks.  If IRB 

approval is required from your site, please send this along once it is obtained.  

In recent weeks, we have reviewed our compliance rates, and we have found that many sites are doing 

well and some even have 100% compliance, kudos!  A few sites have had difficulty maintaining the 90% 

monthly compliance requirement for 4-week data capture. After discussion, we have made two minor 

modifications to how we calculate compliance:   

1) We will now calculate aggregate compliance, rather than monthly compliance.  To this end, sites 

will be expected to maintain 90% compliance overall rather than month by month. Therefore, if 

a site has several months of high compliance and one “bad” month (87% compliance, for 

example), the data are still acceptable as long as overall compliance remains at or above 90%.  

2) We will now allow sites six weeks from the date of intubation to enter data into StudyTRAX.   

However, if a center is below 90% compliant for six months in a row, then the center will need to re-

submit a compliance plan if they choose to remain in the study with the aim of improving data capture 

and improving compliance.  Please be aware that, in order to maintain integrity of the database, if your 

center is below the 90% overall compliance standard we cannot include those intubations during data 

analysis.  

Lastly, please be advised that our electronic data capture vendor, StudyTRAX, has announced that they 

are now taking on new clinical trials and registry studies.  With a knowledgeable, responsive staff, please 

keep StudyTRAX in mind as you plan upcoming studies.  If you are interested in securing StudyTRAX 

services, please contact John Putzke at john.putzke@sciencetrax.com or 478-757-9939. 

Warm Regards, 

Calvin A. Brown III, MD, Principal Investigator 
Ron M. Walls, MD, Senior NEAR Investigator 
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Andrea Fantegrossi, MPH, Research Project Manager 


