
Dear Investigator,

As we near the start of the upcoming phase of NEAR, we are excited to announce a number of
important updates. To give a brief update on the activities here at the NEAR Coordinating Center, I am
pleased to report that many sites have completed the start-up requirements necessary for data
collection to begin.  Those sites that are pending the completion of these items are in the process of
satisfying the requirements needed to move forward. With over 40 centers, our current network of
NEAR sites is the most extensive to date, which will enhance opportunities for collaboration and
contribute to a robust dataset.

The upcoming NEAR meeting at the SAEM conference will provide an opportunity for all investigators in
our network to gain a more comprehensive understanding of NEAR and review the data collection tool,
ask questions, and begin to form writing groups. As a reminder, the meeting will take place on
Wednesday, May 13th from 12:15PM – 1:30PM, at the SAEM Annual Meeting in the Sheraton San Diego
Hotel & Marina. I can now confirm that the meeting will take place in Marina Room 3. Please note that
sites will have the option to attend the meeting via webcast. Dial-in details are to follow.  For those
who will be at SAEM and choose to attend the meeting, coffee and light snacks will be served.

While the NEAR meeting at the SAEM conference will provide instruction on our electronic NEAR forms,
please be advised that Coordinating Center-approved paper forms will be available to participating
institutions as well and we will distribute samples of these at the meeting.  For those not able to attend
in person, we will send electronically.

Lastly, please find the most recent publication resulting from the NEAR (NEAR4KIDS) database, “Current
Medication Practice and Tracheal Intubation Safety Outcomes from a Prospective Multicenter
Observation Cohort Study”, published in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine.

Once again, thank you for your ongoing support of NEAR!  Please do not hesitate to contact us with
questions or concerns.

Warm Regards,

Calvin A. Brown III, MD, Principal Investigator

Andrea Fantegrossi, MPH, Research Project Manager


