
                                                                                                                       

 
Dear Investigator, 

 

Thank you to those of you who attended the NEAR meeting at SAEM!  It was a pleasure to meet many of 

you face to face, and we sincerely appreciate you taking the time to attend.  Thank you to those of you 

who were able to dial-in to the webcast, as well.  For those who were unable to attend, please be 

advised that PowerPoint slides from the meeting have been saved to the NEAR website, 

www.nearstudy.net, under the “NEAR Events” tab. 

We appreciate your insightful feedback and we are in the process of incorporating as many of your ideas 

as possible. These changes are still in process with our electronic forms, but please note that the paper 

forms, which are located under the “Downloads” tab of the NEAR website, now incorporate the changes 

that we’ve decided to pursue.  We will begin data collection once our electronic forms are complete, 

and we will keep all investigators apprised of the availability of the electronic forms as we move 

forward.  Please note that our paper forms are now considered final.  We understand that sites may 

wish to make the paper forms more concise (through the use of smaller font or by moving tables, etc) to 

expedite data entry.  Please take the liberty to change the forms how you like to fit your workflow; we 

only ask that you neither edit nor change the content or key instructions designed to explain the 

recorded elements that are built into conditional logic in the electronic form.  We want the forms to be 

filled out accurately and with minimal confusion. While incorporating your feedback will take some time, 

we anticipate starting data collection in July.  As a friendly reminder, all start up documents need to be 

submitted before you can start collecting data.  These start-up requirements include the signed Letter of 

Intent, signed Research and Publications rules, fully executed Data Sharing Agreement, approved 

Compliance Plan, and IRB approval.  Thank you in advance for getting these to us. 

In following up on one issue from our meeting, if your site is a part of the NEAR4KIDS project, please 

contact Andrea Fantegrossi at afantegrossi@partners.org or 617-525-9429 as we have important 

information for coordinating pediatric data collection.    

In anticipation of the start of data collection, for those of you that plan to use Internet Explorer to access 

the StudyTRAX website, please take a moment to access the following link to make sure your version is 

compatible with the StudyTRAX system: https://my.studytrax.com/app/Account/Login.  You will not be 

able to sign in as login information has not been distributed to sites yet, but we’d like sites to access this 

link to ensure that they’re able to access the login page without an error message.  Internet Explorer 10 

should work well, but using versions 8 and 9 may be problematic.  Anything earlier than IE version 8 will 

likely not work at all.  Other web browser options to access StudyTRAX are Chrome, Safari, and Firefox.     

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.brighamandwomens.org/about_bwh/publicaffairs/news/publications/DisplayBulletin.aspx?articleid=6056&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=OfrgU5qsIMPjsASvpIDYCA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNGzQ_OadP72QnVcqpK8ALOGxIaPlw
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://phdposters.com/affiliations.php&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=tvvgU8LxK5TNsQSAqYHoDw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNGpmhsjvA8fVrodpgGk2uICIhsweA
http://www.nearstudy.net/
mailto:afantegrossi@partners.org
https://my.studytrax.com/app/Account/Login


                                                                                                                       

 
For questions pertaining to any of these items, please don’t hesitate to contact Andrea Fantegrossi, the 

NEAR Project Manager.  We appreciate your input, and we thank you for your ongoing commitment to 

NEAR. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Calvin A. Brown III, MD, Principal Investigator 
Ron M. Walls, MD, Senior NEAR Investigator 
Andrea Fantegrossi, MPH, Research Project Manager 
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