
                                                                                                                       

 
Dear Investigator, 

We hope everyone has had a terrific summer! Like many things, NEAR slowed down during the hot 

summer months but we now have a fully programmed data entry sheet and are currently testing it for 

functionality and robustness.  Thank you for your patience.    

After completing our initial pilot test, we have identified a few areas requiring rectification, which 

StudyTRAX is currently working to implement.  Most of these changes refer to correcting minor 

electronic issues to ensure a smooth flow of data entry once the data collection begins.  

Updated paper forms dated 25-August-2015 have been uploaded to the NEAR website, 

www.nearstudy.net, under the “Downloads” tab and reflect all of the latest changes.  Since the last 

version of the paper forms was distributed, the only changes that have been made reflect minor 

updates to the conditions under which certain questions materialize, but the actual questions have not 

changed.  If required by your IRB, please resubmit.  If IRB approval of these minor form updates is 

required prior to the commencement of data collection for your site, please notify Andrea Fantegrossi, 

the NEAR Research Project Manager.   

After completing an additional pilot test, we will plan to complete a soft-rollout of NEAR at Brigham and 

Women’s Hospital in September.  This soft-rollout is expected to last approximately 2-4 weeks, and will 

be used to correct any residual kinks in the system prior to the collection of data at our participating 

sites.  With the completion of the soft rollout, we will send along login information to the sites in our 

network.  As a reminder, all start-up requirements, including all NEAR-related IRB approvals, must be 

complete and sent to the NEAR Research Projector before sites can begin data collection. 

ACEP is around the corner and, although we do not have a formal meeting planned (our annual research 

meeting will be at SAEM), if you plan on attending ACEP please let us know and if there is critical mass 

we will arrange an informal NEAR gathering. The first round of drinks will be on us! 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your ongoing commitment to NEAR! 

Warm Regards, 

Calvin A. Brown III, MD, Principal Investigator 
Ron M. Walls, MD, Senior NEAR Investigator 
Andrea Fantegrossi, MPH, Research Project Manager 
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