
                                                                                                                       

 
Dear Investigator, 

 

We hope everyone has had a lovely autumn!  Here at the NEAR Coordinating Center, we are pleased to 

announce that we have commenced data collection with a soft rollout at Brigham and Women’s 

Hospital.  We are looking forward to the start of data collection at all of our network sites!  If the system 

works well then we can start beta-testing at all IRB-approved centers in the next couple of weeks.   

We strongly encourage sites to review and utilize the attached PowerPoint presentation.  This document 

can be used to educate staff about the nuances of the StudyTRAX system.  It provides step by step 

instructions regarding how to enter and edit data, as well as the relevant screenshots.  There is a lot of 

detail in the slide deck.  Feel free to tailor these slides for your own faculty and resident presentations.  

We ask that you review NEAR data entry with your faculty before going live.  Additionally, the slide deck 

provides information pertaining to the conditional logic of the forms and opportunities for inconsistency 

within the form.  Attached, please also find a one page printout with data entry instructions which we 

recommend you laminate and post in your ED.  Both of these attachments can also be found on the 

NEAR website, www.nearstudy.net, under the Downloads tab. 

Please remember that data collection should not begin until we communicate to sites our go-live date 

and distribute login information for StudyTRAX.  We will provide site-specific login and password 

credentials before you start.  As you are aware, all required start-up materials should be submitted to 

Andrea Fantegrossi at afantegrossi@partners.org before a site is approved to commence data 

collection.  As a reminder, please note that once data collection begins, sites will undergo a 4 week beta 

test to ensure that 90% compliance is met.  If this compliance requirement is not achieved, we will 

discard the non-compliant data and work with sites to revise compliance plans as needed to reach 90%. 

We thank you for your commitment to our study, and we will communicate the relevant information for 

go-live once we have a definitive timeframe. In that meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact us with 

any questions. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Calvin A. Brown III, MD, Principal Investigator 
Ron M. Walls, MD, Senior NEAR Investigator 
Andrea Fantegrossi, MPH, Research Project Manager 
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